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Previous Fiscal Year 2024-25 
Name of Project EDUCATION PROJECT FOR GIRLS 
Project Manager Laurie Thompson  
Approved Budget $168,000 MXN  
Actual Expenditures  $158,000 MXN 

COMMENTS 
In this project CANFRO provides a guaranteed monthly stipend of $2,000 pesos for 12 months to girls in 
Grade 10, 11 and 12 from rural, indigenous and Afro-Mexican communities in the state of Oaxaca. This 
monthly funding ensures that the girls’ families allow them to stay in school instead of performing other 
family responsibilities, being married or beginning to work. During fiscal year 2024-25, CANFRO supported 
seven young women who met the rigorous demands of the program operated by our partner agency 
Fondo Guadalupe Musalem (Fondo). Six of these seven continue in high school; one graduated from high 
school with honors and was offered a “full tuition” scholarship at the prestigious IBERO university in 
Puebla. Her story was featured on CANFRO’s Facebook page and the 2024/25 Annual Report.  
 
The Education for Girls project includes monthly intensive workshops in Oaxaca city on a wide range of 
topics designed for maximum enrichment of the students academically, emotionally, interpersonally and 
culturally. Each student has a volunteer tutor dedicated to her support throughout the three years of high 
school. They meet during the weekend intensive in Oaxaca and have communication throughout.  
 
In addition, participants in the program must fulfill work on a community project, ensuring that the skills 
and experience the young women are gaining are then translated into workable shared knowledge and 
practices for their communities.  
 
In 2024/25, Fondo collected information from each beneficiary in their program regarding how they spend 
their monthly support. This information was shared and will continue to be shared with CANFRO. In 
addition, CANFRO-supported becarias are now completing and submitting individual monthly 
budgets/spending and collecting relevant receipts, when possible.  
 
In February 2024, Mirell Duarte became Fondo’s new Coordinator. Mirell is very familiar with CANFRO as 
she worked previously at the Center de Aprendizaje (TOLC). 
 
Until now, CANFRO donors have exclusively supported young women in high school but an increasing 
number of young women are continuing to study at the university. The monthly cost for supporting a 
university-student rises to $3000 MXN or $4000 MXN, depending on where the student is studying. 
CANFRO donations to this project are increasing, and we are in a position to support two university 
students going forward. 
Current Fiscal Year 2025-26 
Requested Budget  $252,000 MXN (7 high school students @ $2,000 pesos/month x 12 months = $168,000 

MXN + 2 university students @ 3000 & 4000 MXN/month, respectively = $84,000 MXN)  


